Preliminary case series report: use of the laryngeal mask airway Fastrach oral endotracheal tube with the Bullard laryngoscope.
Use of the Bullard laryngoscope has been fraught with difficulties, especially for inexperienced users who often end up placing the instrument on the back shelf of the airway cart without further use. A recent hypothesis suggests that the use of a flexible tip tube on the Bullard stylet might facilitate intubation. Initially, the Fastrach laryngeal mask airway (LMA North America, Inc, San Diego, California) flexible tip endotracheal tube was loaded on the Bullard laryngoscope stylet (Circon ACMI, Stamford, Connecticut) and used for intubation. The ease of intubation was noteworthy. Intubations on 6 patients assessed as difficult to intubate were performed on the first attempt without any difficulty. In fact, the effortlessness of these potentially difficult intubations led to the conclusion that the preliminary finding should be reported immediately.